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Task of the Church/Discipline of the Unruly    Jose Francis Martinez                                                 Lecture 7
Title: Expositions of the Key Biblical Texts – 2Thes 3:6-15
Purpose: To expound one of the key texts on church discipline – 2Thes 3
Introduction

1. In our studies of biblical church discipline, we have already considered Introductory Perspectives, and we are currently considering Part 1: Expositions of the Key Biblical Texts on Church Discipline. In our previous lectures, we have considered Mat 18, Rom 16, 1Cor 5, 2Cor 2, Gal 2 and Gal 6. Now we move to consider the next key biblical text – 2Thes 3:6-15 (READ). 

2. This portion of God’s word read in your hearing naturally divides itself into three parts: 1) The General Directive to the Church Articulated – vv 6-11. 2) The Exhortation to the Guilty Stated – v 12. 3) The Implementation of the General Directive to the Church Specified – vv 13-15. In opening up this passage, we will simply follow the natural division of the passage.
Trans:
So first, consider with me....
I.
THE GENERAL DIRECTIVE TO THE CHURCH ARTICULATED

A.
And here note first, the substance of the general directive to the church - v 6 (READ).
1. It is important to note that here Paul is commanding the church. What he says here is not a suggestion. It is not a mere advice. It is a command. It is something that the church must do. They are under obligation to obey this command.
2. And this command or directive is given by Paul to the church “in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ”. In order words, this command comes by the revelation and authority of the Lord Jesus. This is not Paul’s personal command given by his own personal authority. This is a command he gives to the church in the name of the Head of the Church, the Lord Jesus. Therefore, not to implement this command is not just to disobey the command of an apostle, but it is to disobey the command of the Head of the church, the Lord Jesus Christ.
3. And what is the substance of the general command or directive? V 6 - “that you keep away from every brother who leads an unruly life [and Paul explains what that means – JFM] and not according to the tradition which you received from us [ the apostles – JFM].” To live an unruly life is to live not according to apostolic tradition. 

a. And what is a “tradition”? The word “tradition” literally means, “a handing down or over”. It refers to anything pass down from one group to another or from one generation to another. 
b. Now, by the infallible guidance of the Holy Spirit promised to them by Jesus, the apostles were standard setters. Their teachings and their lives serve to set the standard by which Christians are to live.
c. And where now do we find apostolic tradition? They are all now preserved, summarized, comprehended, and universally published to us in our completed New Testament. 
d. Now, not to live according to this apostolic tradition preserved to us now the New Testament is to live in an unruly or disorderly way. 
e. And Paul commands the church in the name of the Lord Jesus that the members of the church keep away from every brother who leads an unruly life, a life lived not in keeping with the teachings and examples handed down by the apostles of Jesus.
 B.
Then note the basis of the general directive to the church. And the basis is threefold as indicated by the word “For” or “gar”
1.
Vv 7-9 (READ) “For’” - gar.

a.
Do you see what Paul is saying? Paul and his companions had every right to receive financial remuneration for the spiritual service they were rendering to the members of the church in Thessalonica when they labored among them. They were entitled to that financial remuneration – the laborer is worthy of His wages (Lk 10:7; 1Tim 5:18). 
b.
But Paul and his companions refused to receive such financial remuneration. And what they do instead? They worked hard to provide for their needs, paid for whatever food they ate.

c.
And why? Why do this when they had every right for receive financial or material support from the Thessalonian for their ministerial labors among them? Paul and his companions had in mind the purpose of offering themselves as a model for the Thessalonians to follow. This was not something Paul always did in all the places he labored. But there some have been some cultural problem in Thessalonica that prompted Paul to deviate from the norm. As an apostle, he wanted to offer himself as an example for the Thessalonians to follow.

2.
V 10 (READ) “For” - gar
 a.
Note that Paul did not say, “If anyone is not able to work, he is not to eat either.” The issue here is not inability but willingness to work. A man might be willing to work but is unable to work because of physical incapacity - this apostolic order does not apply. Christians are to help provide for the needs of that person. 
b.
But if a man is not willing to work, although he is able to if he just wants to, then that is another thing. The apostolic order Paul gave to the church in Thessalonica applies. Those who are unwilling to work are not live on the charity of others.
3.
V 11 (READ) “For” – gar
a.
Note that play of words. Paul describes some members of the church in Thessalonica as doing no work at all. So does it mean that these members are doing nothing at all? No. For Paul describes them also as busybodies. Hendriksen tries to duplicate the original play of words with the translation – “not busy workers but busybodies.” It is possible to be very busy with many things, but not with the things a person ought to be busy with, and that includes working to provide of one’s needs. Now, that is not a busy worker, that is a busybody. And that is disorderly.  
b.
Hendriksen: “It is easy to picture these persons – there were some, not many – laying down their tools, running from one ‘brother’ to another with fantastic stories....making extravagant claims for the truthfulness of their thrilling tales, [talking to others about the affairs of others that is none of their business – JFM], and returning home without the day’s wages to buy food, then attempting to sponge on others or even on ‘the benevolence-fund’ of the church...”  

c.
Now this is disorderly. This is not in keeping with apostolic teaching and example. This is not in keeping with apostolic traditions.

C.
It is on this three-fold ground that Paul issues the general command to the church in v 6. 

Trans:
But having considered the General Directive to the Church Articulated, let us consider secondly...
II.
THE EXHORTATION TO THE GUILTY STATED – V 12 (READ)
A.
Now here Paul turns from addressing the church to address those guilty of unruly conduct. Paul here is saying to the guilty, “In the name of Christ, stop your welfare mentality, living on the charity of others.” Work and eat your own bread.
B.
In Paul’s first letter to the Thessalonians, he has already address this matter – 1Thes 4:9-12 (READ). However, there were some in the church in Thessalonica who refuse to heed Paul’s earlier admonition. So in 2Thes, he addresses the guilty to work in quite fashion and eat their own bread. And this Paul does again, “In the name of Christ”. 
Trans:
But that lead us to the third point...

III.
THE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE GENERAL DIRECTIVE TO THE CHURCH SPECIFIED – Vv 13-15 (READ)

A.
Here, Paul returns to address the church, after he addressed the guilty. And he begins by exhorting them not to be weary of doing good – v 13 (READ). This indicates that dealing with issues or cases like that which Paul is dealing with is wearisome or tiresome. To confront and deal with erring members could be discouraging and tiresome. But Paul says, do not be weary in doing good. Continue to do it. Continue to deal and face issues of that nature.
B.
Then Paul specifies exactly what the church is to do and why in case those members guilty whom he just addressed still continue to ignore apostolic admonition – vv 14-15 (READ).

1.
There are two things that here Paul commands the church do in case those members guilty continue to disregard apostolic admonition.

a.
First, “take special note of that person” –v 14. This word means to signify, identify, or mark. The church is to mark that man. He is to be identified as disorderly. This specific is similar to the one we have seen in Rom 16, which deals with a schismatic person. This man has already been admonished publicly through a letter from the apostle. But he still refuses to change. And because he still refuses, then the church is to identify or mark or designate him as being disorderly.
b.
Secondly, “and do not associate with him”-v 14. The church members are to keep or stay away from that man. Again, this command is similar to the one found in Rom 16. The privilege of enjoying fellowship with God’s people is suspended. He is to be socially avoided.  
2.
But why should the church mark this man and avoid him? V 14 “so that he will be put to shame”. The whole intention is to make him feel and experience shame. 
a.
 And why shame? To the end that he may repent and stop his disorderly behavior. 
b.
Hebrew 3:13 tells us that the heart can “be hardened by the deceitfulness of sin.” Sin works by deceit in hardening the heart. And its amazing how because of the deceitfulness of sin could make us utterly insensitive to the gravity of our sin and the shame it. In fact, the Scripture says elsewhere that some people whose glory is in their shame (or in what they should be ashamed of)

c.  Now the act of the church in avoiding a disorderly brother, is therefore, to make him feel ashamed of his disorderly conduct that he might repent. 
3.
And yet Paul adds a word of qualification in v 15 (READ). This person is still not regarded as an unbeliever, but a believer. Although there is social avoidance, he is still regarded as part of the New Covenant community. IOW, this is still not excommunication.

4.
“But what happens if this person will still not repent in spite of the church’s action?” Paul here does not deal with that matter. But from the general principle we can derive from Mt 18, the matter must be escalated to the excommunication. That person is no longer to be regarded as a brother, but as a Gentile and tax-gatherer – an enemy of God and of His people.
Conclusion
1.
Although Paul here deals with a particular kind of disorderly conduct (unwillingness to work), let us not forget that is the only kind of unruly conduct. Therefore are other forms of disorderly conduct. And such aggravated disorderly conduct necessitates church discipline.
2.
So may God help implement His command. My we never grow weary in doing good.
